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“The Play’s the thing !”"—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


Drurp Dane Cheatre. 

Kean appeared at this Theatre last night as Shylock, in The Mer- 
chant of Venice, and supported the character with a!) the spirit and 
energy of his best days. It is a part which does not exhaust bis phy- 
sica] powers, and he clearly proved that his intellectual fire burns 
still as bright as ever. He evidently acted the part with great care, 
and there was not a single point which he did not make tell. ‘To par- 
ticularize the beauties, would be to go through the whole performance, 
for it was in admirable keeping throughout, and the applause was 
abundant. Miss Phillips acted Portia, better than we ever saw her 
do it before; there was less of apparent effort, and she was highly 
impressive in the trial scene. Sinclair and Miss Betts sang sweetly as 
Lorenzo and Jessica ; and Cooper made a gentlemanly Bassanio.— 
Popping the Question, and The Brigand, concluded. 

€ovent Garden €heatre. 

Tne entertainments at this Theatre, yesterday evening, were The 
Merchant of Venice, Teddy the Tiler, and Robert the Devil. Miss 
Fanny Kemble had improved her first scene much, by delivering the 
dialogue in a more varied and natural tone, than on her former per- 
formance of Portia, and her acting throughout the part was pleasing 
and sensible. C. Kemble’s Shylock was a clever piece of acting, and 
there were two points which were excellent ; the artfully jocose man- 
ner in which he proposed the terms of the bond to Antonio, and the 
fiendish joy he expressed on hearing of Antonio's losses. Meadows 
was uncommonly good in Launcelot Gobbo, and obtained great ap- 
plause. The other characters were not well sustained :—Abbott was 
noisy and coarse as Bassanio; and Warde drawied woefully as 4n- 
tonio ; and as for Farley’s Gratiano it was vulgar in the extreme ;— 
his attempts at playfulness were like the gambols of a calf ; he ought 
never to play any thing but Bardolph. ‘The house was well and ele- 
gantly attended ; several of the public boxes were occupied by noble 
families ; those of the Duke of Montrose, Lord Carrington, Lady East, 
&c. were among the number, and each of the private boxes was fall. 

The managers of this house have substituted for their Easter piece 
a Drama by Peake, called The ‘Vigwam, founded on Cooper's novel 
ef The Pioneers, instead of The Black Gondola, although the sce- 
nery and dresses for the latter piece were all prepared. We hear that 
when The Black Gondola was read in the Green-room, all the per- 
formers included in the cast were so dissatisfied with their parts that 
it required great fineese on the part of the manager to induce them to 
enter on their respective taske, 
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THE THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 
markct Cheaire, 


Tae performances of this Theatre commenced laet night with ‘ Le 
Malade Imaginaire,’ after which, the Vaudeville entitled ‘ Henri Quatre 
en Famille,” was acted, for the second time, with great applavse.— 
Potier represented the principal chasacter with admirable skill. ‘ Le 
Bourguemestre de Sardam,’ eonelnded. —The house was full. 

Miss Foote, who is now playing at Dovor, has concluded an engage- 
ment.at Covent Garden, for the remainder of the season; she will ap- 
pear shortly after Easter. 

The general opinion among theatrical men seems to be that Mr. 
Wallack will be the futare-lessee of Drury Lane Theatre, either or 
his own account entirely, or in conjanction with Mr. Charles Wright.— 
A new Opera is preparing at this Theatre, which wil] be ready shortly 
after Easter. 

Signor Lanza’s pupils presented their visitors, last evening, with a 
Comic Opera, and other Entertainments :—the proats of the house 
were given towards the erection of King’s Cross. 


Lo the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Mr. Epitor, I address you from the elegant Divan now open at It, 
Strand, where I am a constant visitor ;—here I find matchless cigars, exquisite 
coffee, profusion of magazines and bewspapers, and elegant decorations render 
the establishment the very essence of comfort and fashion—do pop in—just wish 
to say a word—beg pardon, hope ! don’t intrude—but wil! you excuse me— 
to have to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends, 
and the fashionable world, at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town. 

Ou Monday, must take another peep at the two grand views,at the Dioramas, 
Regeit’s Patk—was puzzled to decidé which was the most beautiful, St.Peter’s, 
or the Village of Thiers—both exquisitely paiuted—the pictorial illusion com- 
plete -the water flowing, smoke ascending, snn shining —quite nature itself,— 
Hai difficulty to persuade a fair lady next me, that we were really viewing 
merely pictures, Shall put off my journey to Italy, as I'm told, sub rosa, we 
shali have other views from that classic soil. 

On my return through Regent Street I step in to see the Wonders of Hlusion, 
displayed by Art, at the Cosmorama.—The Palace of the Grand Scignor, The 
City of Grand Cairo, Grand Semple of Edfou in Egyp!, Cherbourg, Cape St. 
Vincent, Mont St. Gothard, with the Devil’s Pridge and the Falls of the Reuss 
in motion, and the last terrific Eruption of Mount Vesnvius—truly aw fal ! 

On Toesday, I drop into the Exhibition of Scutptuxe, in Old Bond Street, 
to view the figures, lifesize, of Tam O’Shanter and Souter Johnny—work of 
a sclf-taught artist, James Thom—delighted beyond measure—fully expected 
to hear 'Tam’s up-oarious laungh—the expression so perfect; pose of figures 
adnifiable. Whoever has read Burns, (and who has not?) must see them— This 
very ingenious Exhibition closes in the course of a few weeks. 

On Friday, Ldrop in to examlue Aiss Linwood's curious Needle-Werk, in 
Leicester Square. 

1 daily, between | and 4, qualify Mrs. Pry’s discordant notes with some har- 
mony divine, and may be foand at Tke Apollonicon, 101, St. Martin’s Lane.— 
Meiket and Fishermen's Chorus, from the Opéra of Masaniello, enchanting! 

I nightly lounge in the lobbies—fond of adventure—observed a beautifui 
Sylph admiring herself.in my boots—* Why, Mr. Pry,’ says she, ‘ does a great 
actress resemble Warren’s Jet Blacking ?” * Because she cuts ashine.’—I never 
give it up. 

Theatres closed !—drop into. Chedran's Hotel, Leicester Square—enjov 4 
sparkling glass of wine, a tumbler of real whiskey punch, and cigar of the first 
quality—company jolly lads—but I intrude, beg pardon, your’s, PAUL PRY. 

Printed and Published by E. Thomas, Denmark Court, Exeter-street, Strand. 

All Commtinications must be post paid.— Printing in Genueal. 

The Observer is delivered daily at the Residences of the Subcribers at 

2s. per Month, 























Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, (12th time) a new Opera, in three acts, called 


NINETTA; 


Or, THE MAID OF PALAISEAUC, 


With new Scenery, Dresses and Decorations. 
Music from Rossini’s Opera, La Gazza Ladra, arranged by Bishop, 
Blaisot, Mr KEELEY, 

La Roche, (Justice of Palaiseau) Mr G. PENSON, 
Michel Mercour.......... Mr BARTLEY, 
Adolphe, (his Son) Mr WOOD, 
Delande...(Father of Ninette).. Mr MORLEY, 
Franceur, Mr HENRY, Bertrand, Mr PURDAY, 
Petit Jacques...... Miss H. CAWSE, 
Antoine, Mr IRWIN, 
Shadrach....(a Jew Pedlar).... Mr J. RUSSELL. 
Madelon, Miss CAWSE, 
Ninetta...(the Maid of Palaiseau).... Miss PATON. 


After which, a new Farce, in one act, called 


Teddy, the Tiler. 


Lord Dunderford, Mr EVANS, Bombardisve, Mr HORREBOW, 
Henry, Mr HENRY, Frederick, Mr BAKER, 
Mr Scrivener, Mr TURNOUR, ‘Tim, Mr ADDISON, 
‘Veddy Mulowney, the Tiler, Mr POWER, 
Stif, Mr FRENRY, Apewell, Mr IRWIN, Richard. Mr HEATS#. 
Lady Danderford, Mrs WESTON, Jalia, Mrs BROWN, 
Oriel.........Miss LAWRENCE, Fiora....- reeeMiss J. SCOTT. 


Ts conclude with a new Musical Romance called 


Robert the Devil, 


Duke of Normandy. 


The Music, entirely new, by I, Barnett. Scen ry by Messrs. Grieve, &c. 
Lindor.........Mr BAKER, Exlmond......... Mr HORREBOW, 
Robert, Deke of Normandy, Mr G. BENNETT, 

Jaques Boceage, Mr MEADOWS, Gontran, Mr TURNOUR, 
Picolo, Mr KEELEY. 

Countess de Rosambert, Miss LACY, Blanche, Miss HUGHES, 
Whe. will sing—‘ 41s. when the reercant Soldier hears;’ & * The False-hearted.” 
Matilda, Mrs VINING, Dame Gertrude, Mrs WESTON, 
Lodine, Miss: CAWSE—in. which she will sing.‘ The little Blind Boy. 


To-morrow, The Messiah, = = = 
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Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 
This areshensiehe Musical Drama of 


Guy Mannering. 


Colonel Mannering, Mr COOPER, 
Henry Bertram, Mr ANDERSON, (his 3rd appearance in London) 
Who will introduce 
‘ Fly swift, ye Zephyre,’—* What Joy again to hear,’—: Savourneen 
* Deelish,’—* The Highland Minstrel Boy,’ 
And the Duet, (with Madame Vesrris) ‘ Now Hope, now Fear.’ 
Dominie Sampsor, Mr HARLEY, 
Dandie Dinmont, Mr TAYLEURE, Dirk Hatteraick, Mr BROWNE, 
Gilbert Glossin, Mr W. BENNETT, 

Baillie Mucklethrift, Mr HUGHES, Gabriel, Mit BEDFORD, 
Sebastian, Mr SALTER, Jack Jabos, Mr FENTON, 
Serjeant M’Craw, Mr HOWELL, Farmer Harrow, Mr YARNOLD, 
Farmer Flail, Mr SHERIFF, Farmer Giles, Mr NELSON, 
Franco, Master RICHARDSON. 

Lucy Bertram, Miss BETTS, who will sing 
‘ The Last Rose of Summer,’—* Oh, rest thee Babe,’ and ‘ Charlie's 
Drums are sounding.’ 

Flora, Mrs ORGER, Mrs M’Candlish, Mrs C. JONES, 
Meg Merrilies, Mrs FAUCIT, 

Julia Mannering, (3rd time) Madame VESTRIS, who will siog 
‘ Rise, gentle Moon,’ and * The Banners of Blue.’ 





Gipsey Girls....... Miss GOULD and Mrs. MACKINTOSH. 
In Act 2—A HORNPIPE, by Miss RYAL. 


After which, (4th time) a new Comic Piece, called 


Popping the Question. 


Mr a MAF, FARREN, Heary Thornton, Mr LEE, 
Miss Bifin, Mrs GLOVER, 
Ellen Murray......Mrs NEWCOMBE, Bobbin......Mrs ORGER, 
Miss Wintcrblossom, Mrs C. JONES. 


rt 
After which, (3rd time) anew Farce, in two acts, ealled 


Perfection 
Or, THE LADY OF MUNSTER. 


Sir Lawrence Paragon, Mr BROWNE, 
Charles Paragov......Mr JONES, Sam......Mr WEBSTER. 
Susan, Mrs ORGER, 
Kate O’Brien.......(with Songs)......Madame VESTRIS. 


To-morrow, ao Performance. 























